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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, April 19, 2017 opening 
at 8:02 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Meskin 
     Absent:    None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko, to approve the City Council Agenda for April 19, 
2017, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. March 8, 2017, Regular Meeting  
       March 28, 2017, Study Session 

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 11861-11867, DD2910-2928, EFT1131-1138; 
A/P check #’s 49380-49419, EFT 1398-1418, ACH 1396-1397, 1419-1423 

C. Acceptance of DPW, Police Department and City Attorney Reports for March 2017  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

 
Jim Smith reported on the Memorial Day Parade.  Everything is coming along.  He will provide 
information for a newsbyte soon.  Lorenz  reported he unfortunately will out of town and not able to 
attend.   
 
Ann Nichols shared the Garden Club is holding their monthly meeting tomorrow night at 7 p.m. at 
the Community Center.  They are having a speaker on “pruning tricks”.  Everyone is invited. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.  There were no public comments.   
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
City Hall 
City Hall is very busy with zoning and building permits, sign permits, ROW permits, finishing up 
with Boat Dock stuff, CDBG Applications and Community Center Rentals.   
 
SAW Grant 
The SAW grant is coming to a finish so Martin has been spending many hours finalizing and training.  
They are working with a new Planning Consultant to discuss our couple projects coming up and also 
work on our Parks and Rec plan and Capital Improvement plan.   
 
Budget 
Martin is working on the budget for next year and it has been very time consuming.  A few changes 
have been made in how things are shown and how things are calculated and distributed.  Martin will 
be making that annual Budget Presentation at the May meeting. 
 
Radar Sign 
The new Radar speed signs are working very well.  Martin takes his own car and watches them once 
in a while just to see the reaction.  He has not seen one vehicle that didn’t slow down if they were 
initially going too fast.  These new signs keep track of data too.  It keeps track of vehicles traveling 
both ways and lists the speed of all of them.  Next month he will put some statistics together to share 
with everybody.  They are finding that 97% of the people coming into the City are under the speed 
limit and about 94% of the people are under the speed limit driving out of the city.   
 
Park & Recreation 
The annual Easter egg Hunt went great with about 65 participants.  The Spring HHW collection is 
April 29 from 9 to 2 at the WB Civic Center.  The annual Sylvan Shuffle sponsored by our Parks and 
Rec Committee will be May 6th. . The City-Wide garage sale will be May 25 to 27 and you can sign 
up and pay at City Hall.  Yard Waste collection has begun but there is no Spring leaf collection.  
Everything must be put in bags or cans.  The Memorial Day Parade is in the works.  He invited the 
Friends of the Clinton River Trail to participate in the parade.  Community Center rentals are very 
busy – as a reminder residents can reserve the Community center up to 13 months ahead of the event 
date.   
 
Election  
Martin reminded everyone the West Bloomfield School District will be holding a special election on 
May 2 to seek approval for a $120M 20-year bond issue.  Dennise has election information linked on 
our website. 
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Irrigation Meters 
Coming into Spring Martin reminded everybody about the water rates and installing an irrigation 
meter for outdoor use.  If you do a large or even medium amount of watering lawns, flowers, washing 
your car, etc. it would be a good idea to investigate the installation of a second water meter.  You 
don’t pay for sewage with that meter.  You pay only for water.   
 
Policies/Ordinances in the Works 
The Attorney and Martin have been working on quite a few things over the past several months and 
they will be presenting some of those to Council shortly for review.  The boat dock Ordinance was 
emailed today and will be discussed at the Study Session.  Other topics for discussion will be 
changing some ordinances from misdemeanors to civil infractions, change of tenancy as well as 
change of use for businesses, ROW, Marine enforcement and a couple other things. 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
Meskin asked if the speed radar has a camera to take license plate numbers.  Martin stated it does not.   
 
Dzenko asked how far the radar goes out.  Martin is not sure – possibly three blocks.  Dzenko asked  
about the household hazardous waste and can you bring stuff to shred.  Dryden stated the flyer is on 
the website under events.  Dzenko shared he purchased an irrigation meter this week and it is very 
important to note you have to buy the meter at city hall first and take your receipt to Bloomfield Twp.  
They will not give you a permit without your receipt from Sylvan Lake.  He asked if there is going to 
be a study session next week.  Martin confirmed yes, the budget has to be discussed.  Lastly, Dzenko 
commented on the dog issue and noted there is a leash law and dogs should not be on a retractable 
leash. 
 
Zubrzycki thanked Parks & Rec for the Easter egg hunt, the Garden Club for their seminars, Jim 
Smith for chairing the parade and Martin for all his City Manager comments.  He asked if the 
garbage/rubbish hauler changed.  Martin clarified it is the same company, different name.  They went 
from Rizzo to GFL.  Zubrzycki noted some garbage cans on his street were put in the wrong 
driveways.  Martin asked everyone to call City Hall when these things happen.  The hauler stops in 
each Thursday to check how things are going.  Zubrzycki stated the electronic newsbytes are a great 
source of information and everyone should sign up for them.  Zubrzycki asked how the four corners 
presentation went.  Martin thanked Helen Jane for her presentation for the four corners presentation.  
The room was full and she did a good job.  Zubrzycki thanked Helen Jane for her efforts on this.  
 
Endres thanked Helen Jane and John Martin.  He shared the presentation is on civic center TV. He 
stated the traffic signs are great.  He noted the Cable Communication Commission met at the 
Community Center last week and the meeting was televised live by the Greater West Bloomfield 
Cable.  Michigan Week breakfast is May 19th at 7:00 a.m. at the Orchard Mall.  Sylvan Lake has 
many award recipients. 
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Lorenz also thanked Helen Jane for her efforts on the four corners, Jim Smith and Ann Nichols for all 
they do.  He noted he will be out of town for the parade.  He thanked the Parks and Rec for their 
events.  Russ Meskin and Rick Eriksen for being on the Fire Board.  He explained when the Tri-City 
Fire was formed it was somehow agreed that the cost would be evenly split by the three communities 
instead of by taxable value, which is the normal way of doing business.  He wants to asked West 
Bloomfield again to agree to this change.  Sylvan Lake is not being treated fairly.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
            

a. Banking Establishment – Michigan Class   F-005-17 
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Dzenko, to approve adding Michigan CLASS to the list of 
banking institutions for investing. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
       

b.   Charter Amendment to Increase City Council Pay  C1-010-17 
 
Martin reviewed this item was discussed at the study session.  Back in 1947 City Council’s pay was 
set when the charter was approved at $5 per meeting.  Considering the minimum wage was $.40/hour 
that would be the equivalent of 12.5 hours of pay at minimum wage. 
 
Endres stated he asked to have this addressed.  It has been 70 years since City Council has had a 
raise.  He suggested $40 for City Council and $50 for the Mayor.   
 
Meskin shared Orchard Lake City Council, by Charter, receives $0 and Keego Harbor $100 year.  He 
feels Sylvan Lake is right with them. 
 
Dzenko is fine with the way it is, but if it will attract a younger crowd then it is ok.   
 
Lorenz used the metric that Martin spoke of and came up $100 per meeting for today’s rate.   
 
Zubrzycki loves Endres’ enthusiasm.  He is not sure what amount would motivate someone, but City 
Council does need to be diversified.   
 
Nicole Menuck asked if this amendment would be a special election.  Lorenz clarified it would be the 
next regular election, which is November 2018.   
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Zubrzycki asked what the cost would be to put on the ballot.  Attorney Schultz stated it would be a 
small amount similar to the last charter amendment.  Meskin asked when it would take effect if it 
passed.  Attorney Schultz stated if the voters approve it, the next day after that election.   
 
Neil Friedman asked if the affect that council gets paid effect the liability and if they raise it does it 
matter?  Attorney Schultz replied no and no.   
 
Martin clarified this is just to go forward with ballot language.  The language will need to be 
approved by City Council before going on the ballot. 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Zubrzycki, to direct the City Attorney to prepare ballot language 
for a Charter Amendment to increase City Council’s pay to $40 a council meeting and the Mayor’s to 
$50 per council meeting.   
 
 Yes:   Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
 No:    Meskin  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

c.  City Council Meeting Time    C1-011-17 
        
Martin reviewed this was also discussed at the last study session.  He doesn’t have a preference, but it 
would be nice to be done earlier.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Zubrzycki, to change City Council meeting time to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Dzenko suggested changing Planning Commission to 7:30 p.m. if Endres wants continuity with 
meeting times.  Dzenko likes the 7:30 p.m. time. Zubrzycki agreed with 7:30 being the better time.  
Some may worker longer hours and need the extra half hour. 
 
Endres and Zubrzycki withdrew the motion. 
      
     

d.  Recording and Televising of Regular Council Meetings 
 
Martin stated the audio and video equipment was installed and the room is ready to record and/or 
televise the meetings when Council so chooses.  Mayor Lorenz reviewed all the funds came from the 
city’s cable fees, at no cost to the city, for this audio and video equipment.  The tables and chairs 
were paid by the city, but were long overdue.    He feels not every meeting needs to be broadcast.  He 
prefers special things such as the budget presentation.  He is not in favor of live broadcasting.  They 
have no security officer here and he feels grandstanders will be less motivated if it is just recorded.  
Possibly they could edit out things that are not a part of the meeting.  
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Attorney Schultz clarified they are not obligated to tape City Council meetings.  If they choose to do 
so then he suggested adopting a policy. He suggested making it not a public document until the edited 
version is released.  Lorenz stated editing would be purely on public comment with grandstanding.  
Meskin asked if Civic Center will edit the recording for them.  Endres stated they would not.  It is 
their policy to televise just what is recorded, only because it can lead to other stuff.  Endres is not 
sure if the open meetings act covers not editing taping of meetings.  Attorney Schultz noted the 
official record of meetings is the minutes by the Clerk, not the video recordings.   
 
Meskin asked if they are only recording City Council meetings at this time.  Endres shared the 
Planning Commission did discuss recording public hearings.   
 
Dzenko expressed he is still against televising and recording the meetings.  Zubrzycki is for 
broadcasting the budget and other major presentations.  He stated Sylvan Lake is a different, small 
community.  He is not against it, but doesn’t feel there is a real demand either. He does feel residents 
would appreciate having access to the major presentations.  This way they don’t have to fast forward 
through a meeting to find topic they are only interested in.  Endres argue against that.  If they are not 
going to telecast all, why telecast any of it?  He feels it was a waste of money if they don’t televise 
the meetings. He wants to see all the meetings broadcast live if possible or recorded if not possible.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Meskin, to record the next regular City Council meeting for City 
Council to review the following day and inviting the public to view recording.  
 
Zubrzycki feels a podium is still needed.  They need to address the City Attorney’s comments of 
policies, and public record.  Also, they should have a police officer at all the meetings.   
 
Matt Clark asked what the cost is each time they record a meeting.  Endres replied $200 a meeting 
and the funds come from the cable peg fees.   
 
Jim Smith finds this conversation interesting.  He doesn’t agree with Zubrzycki, he doesn’t want to 
be a big city or act like one.   Zubrzycki interjected and stated he doesn’t either.  Smith feels council 
should record the next meeting and put on T.V. They shouldn’t have to get back together.  He agreed 
with the step by step approach.   
 
Nicole Menuck noted this forum and conversation is not professional tonight. She agreed with 
Zubrzycki if they are going to record them, make it only important meetings.  She feels the meetings 
should be casual, but it can’t be when it is recorded.  She suggested turning off the camera for public 
comment. 
 
Neil Friedman disagrees with picking and choosing meetings to televise.  Last month was the dog 
incident, which would have been good to be televised, but with what council is stating now, it would 
not have been televised.   
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Gavin Marshall feels editing the recordings will only open a storm on social media saying “they are 
only showing what they want us to see.”  He feels having a podium to speak at will help control 
grandstanders.   
 
Lorenz is in favor of recording a meeting for a test run and then they can review it on a c.d. on their 
own time.  He agreed with once you start recording one, you have to record all and you can’t edit.  
He was speaking prior about someone getting out of line during public comment and editing that.  He 
is ok with having the meetings tape delayed one day – not broadcasting live.   
 
Dzenko feels the podium is going to stifle comments.  If they are recording the meetings, why 
broadcast before minutes are approved?   
 
Meskin asked if there is $2400 in the fund for 12 meetings.  Endres replied there is more than that 
and more going into the fund each quarter.  Meskin also feels another T.V. is needed so council 
members know when the camera is and on them.   
 
Zubrzycki noted a lot of discusses happen at the study sessions, so do they eliminate study sessions 
so all the discussions happen at the regular council meetings.  They are focused on City Council 
meetings but he feels they need to consider some other such as Planning Commission and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  He wants to represent the city well so feels they need to bring more 
professionalism if they are going to record them. 
 
Endres argued they are a public forum and every year they adopt the sunshine resolution.  These are 
public meetings and the public needs to know what is going on.   
 
Zubrzycki asked if Novi records their meetings.  Attorney Schultz stated they stream live and the 
recording is only available until the minutes are approved.  They only record the City Council and 
Planning Commission and don’t do the Zoning Board.  Zubrzycki asked if someone could come in 
with a FOIA to get a tape.  Schultz stated they could say by policy they are not going to, but one 
could argue it is public record now.   
 
Mayor Lorenz called for the vote. 
 
 Yes:  Endres, Meskin 
 No:   Lorenz, Dzenko, Zubrzycki 
        MOTION FAILS 
 
Martin reminded council the May meeting is the budget public hearing.  
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko, to broadcast live and record the Budget Public 
Hearing.   
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Dzenko, Zubrzycki, Meskin 
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 No:    Endres 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Parking in the ROW 
c. Fire Department 
d. Seawall – Replace section  

 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.  
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


